Custom Font Paragrapher v 2.4b Tabbed for Gimp 2.10
Paragrapher now implements the use of kerning paths for alternative characters: It also restores the
use of indents and adds a new option for displaying characters ‘behind’ previously added characters.

There are also some minor changes to the language used in the tabbed dialogs.

Alternative Character Options

custom

xcf custom font file:

Text:

Alternative character options:

Font size:

Line spacing amount:

Position of current character: In front of the previous character
]

Character spacing amount:

Indent options: No indents

Number of spaces widths for indent:

Obviously these can only be displayed if the custom font contains alternative characters. The
options available are:

Use randomly

Use to capitalize sentences

Use to capitalize words

Use for joining lower case characters

Below: Using a custom font that contains alternative characters (some circled) with the random
option; the alternative character kerning can be seen more clearly on the bottom line.
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The ‘Position of current character’ option, on the first tab, requires adjustment to the character
spacing to become apparent.
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— Fonts with or

Font/Spacing Options | Path/Merge

xcf custom font file:

Text:

Alternative character options: Do not use

100
Font size:

. 0
Line spacing amount:
Position of current character: In front of the rious character
0
Character spacing amount:

Indent options:

MNumber of spaces widths for indent:

Cancel

Click on the option to use ‘Behind the previous character’ and lower the ‘Character spacing amount’
option until the characters begin to over-lap.
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The image below shows the same character spacing with the default ‘In front of the previous
character’ option.
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This version of Paragrapher also displays space characters with a visible glyph.




For those who have not used Paragrapher before here is a short guide.

Paragrapher was originally written for our dear GimpChat friend Pat. It was intended to use custom
fonts to display a paragraph or a verse or two of user text in Gimp.

Download the plug-in, unzip it and install it to your user plug-in folder.
Start up Gimp, open a new image and then call up the plug-in:
Filters>>Custom Fonts>>Using Tools>>Custom Font Paragrapher v2.4b Tabbed...

Click on the ‘.xcf custom font file’ option and navigate to a folder containing the custom font you
wish to use. Click on it to add it to use it in the dialog.

Replace the default text with your own text and click on ‘OK’.
I entered some lines from a poem by Robert Hood called ‘November’.

NOVEMBER
NO FRUITS,
NO FLOWERS,
NO LEAVES,
NO BIRDS!
NOVEMBER!

The default output is just the text displayed with the custom font style; you can cut and paste the
text and add your own background or use the options on the second tab of the dialog.



You can add indents (which can be applied by hitting the ‘Enter’ key on the keyboard) with the
‘Indents option’ set to ‘Indent new paragraphs’:

NOVEMBER
NO LEAVES,
NO BIRDS.

Tab 2 of the filter dialog provides a number of options that affect the layout of the custom font
characters in the image.
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Font/Spacing Options | Path/Merge/Margin Options  Background options Drop Sha

Top margin amount:

Left margin amount:

Right margin amount:

Bottom margin amount:

Merge all character layers

ath as line template

Rotate text to follow path slope:

Remove user path after using:

Cancel

If you want to re-position or justify the lines of text then set the ‘Merge layers options’ from its
drop-down menu to ‘Merge character layers into lines’.

If you need to reposition individual characters then set this option to ‘Individual character layers’.



By default the text is applied to invisible horizontal lines. You can add your own path to the image
with the path tool if you need to use an alternative line guide.




Tab 3 of the filter dialog provides options for adding a coloured background layer using the
currently selected foreground and background colours.

Shadow blur percentage

Text content

Use the drop-down menu from the ‘Background options:’ option to select a style:
A plain fill
A gradient fill
A feathered selection

PLAIN FILL
BACKGROUNE







You can add a drop shadow to the custom font characters with the options on Tab 4 of the dialog:

Font/Spacing Options  Path/Merge/Margin Options Background options Drop Shadow /Text Content op
xcf custom font file:

Gimpis fun.
Text:

Alternative character options: Do not use

= 100
Font size:

Line spacing amount:
Position of current character:
Character spacing amount:

Indent options:

Number of spaces widths for indent:

Use the drop-down menu from the ‘Drop shadow’ option to choose a shadow style:
Use foreground colour
Use background coloured
Use a layer copy
Use black
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The final option on this tab offers a quick way to view a range texts.

Example Character List Option:




Example of randomly generated text:

Thanks, as ever, to Arakne for the tabbed dialog with gimpui3 and to MareroQ for making it
available to me.



